
Read for a Lifetime 
2016-2017 Booklist 

 
 
All American Boys  Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 482 
A bag of chips is all that sixteen-year-old Rashad was looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy 
cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for 
belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every 
punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is 
pounding your face into the concrete pavement?  There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and 
Rashad’s classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the 
beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to 
believe that the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. 
And again. And the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As does the school. And the 
town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are  
forced to face decisions and consequences they had never considered before. 
 
Audacity  Melanie Crowder    400 
A gorgeously told novel in verse written with intimacy and power, Audacity is inspired by the real-life story of Clara Lemlich, a 
spirited young woman who emigrated from Russia to New York at the turn of the twentieth century and fought tenaciously for 
equal rights. Bucking the norms of both her traditional Jewish family and societal conventions, Clara refuses to accept 
substandard working conditions in the factories on Manhattan's Lower East Side. For years, Clara devotes herself to the labor 
fight, speaking up for those who suffer in silence. In time, Clara convinces the women in the factories to strike, organize, and 
unionize, culminating in the famous Uprising of the 20,000.  Powerful, breathtaking, and inspiring, Audacity is the story of a 
remarkable young woman, whose passion and selfless devotion to her cause changed the world. 
 
Beyond the Body Farm:     Bill Bass  and  Jon Jefferson    320 
A Legendary Bone Detective Explores Murders, Mysteries and the Revolution in Forensic Science  
A pioneer in forensic anthropology, Dr. Bill Bass created the world's first laboratory dedicated to the study of human 
decomposition—three acres on a hillside in Tennessee where human bodies are left to the elements. His research has 
revolutionized forensic science, but during a career that has spanned half a century, Bass and his work have ranged far beyond 
the gates of the "Body Farm."  In this riveting book, the renowned bone sleuth explores the rise of modern forensic science 
and takes readers deep into the real world of crime scene investigation. Beyond the Body Farm is an extraordinary journey 
through some of the most fascinating investigations of Dr. Bass's career—and a remarkable look at the high-tech science used 
to crack the most perplexing cases. 
 
Boys Don't Knit      T.S. Easton     272 
After an incident regarding a crossing guard and a bottle of Martini & Rossi (and his friends), 17-year-old worrier Ben Fletcher 
must develop his sense of social alignment, take up a hobby, and do some community service to avoid any further probation.  
He takes a knitting class (it was that or his father's mechanic class) with the impression that it's taught by the hot teacher all 
the boys like. Turns out, it's not. Perfect.   Regardless, he sticks with it and comes to discover he's a natural knitter, maybe 
even great. It also helps ease his anxiety and worrying. The only challenge now is to keep it hidden from his friends, his crush, 
and his soccer-obsessed father. What a tangled web Ben has weaved . . . or knitted. 
 
Boys in the Boat:     Daniel James Brown    416 
Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, The   
Out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate 
of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the world at the 
1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.  It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the 
sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to 
defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the world by defeating the German 
team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who 
rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard but also to find a real place for himself in the world.  
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Boys Who Challenged Hitler:    Phillip M. Hoose     208 
Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club, The  
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his nation's leaders, fifteen-
year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults 
would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless 
acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not 
in vain: the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own 
narrative with the recollections of Knud himself, here is Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes. 
 
Dorothy Must Die    Danielle Paige     480 
I didn't ask for any of this. I didn't ask to be some kind of hero. But when your whole life gets swept up by a tornado—taking 
you with it—you have no choice but to go along, you know?  Sure, I've read the books. I've seen the movies. I know the song 
about the rainbow and the happy little blue birds. But I never expected Oz to look like this. To be a place where Good Witches 
can't be trusted, Wicked Witches may just be the good guys, and winged monkeys can be executed for acts of rebellion. 
There's still a road of yellow brick—but even that's crumbling.  What happened? Dorothy! They say she found a way to come 
back to Oz. They say she seized power and the power went to her head. And now no one is safe.  My name is Amy Gumm—
and I'm the other girl from Kansas. I've been recruited by the Revolutionary Order of the Wicked. I've been trained to fight. 
And I have a mission: Remove the Tin Woodman's heart. Steal the Scarecrow's brain. Take the Lion's courage. And—Dorothy 
must die. 
 
Dumplin’      Julie Murphy     384 
Dubbed “Dumplin’” by her former beauty queen mom, Willowdean has always been at home in her own skin. Her thoughts on 
having the ultimate bikini body? Put a bikini on your body. With her all-American-beauty best friend, Ellen, by her side, things 
have always worked . . .  until Will takes a job at Harpy’s, the local fast-food joint. There she meets Private School Bo, a hot 
former jock. Will isn’t surprised to find herself attracted to Bo. But she is surprised when he seems to like her back.  Instead of 
finding new heights of self-assurance in her relationship with Bo, Will starts to doubt herself. So she sets out to take back her 
confidence by doing the most horrifying thing she can imagine: entering the Miss Teen Blue Bonnet Pageant—along with 
several other unlikely candidates—to show the world that she deserves to be up there as much as any twiggy girl does. Along 
the way, she’ll shock the hell out of Clover City—and maybe herself most of all. 
 
Elena Vanishing     Elena Dunkle     288 
Seventeen-year-old Elena is vanishing. Every day means renewed determination, so every day means fewer calories. This is 
the story of a girl whose armor against anxiety becomes artillery against herself as she battles on both sides of a lose-lose war 
in a struggle with anorexia. Told entirely from Elena's perspective over a five-year period and cowritten with her mother, 
award-winning author Clare B. Dunkle, Elena's memoir is a fascinating and intimate look at a deadly disease, and a must read 
for anyone who knows someone suffering from an eating disorder. 
 
Glass Castle     Jeannette Walls     288 
Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation. 
Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, 
camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, 
teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote and couldn't 
stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a meal that would be 
consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever.  Later, when the money 
ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the 
family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. 
As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one 
another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. What is so 
astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she 
describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, 
moving tale of unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to carve out a 
successful life on her own terms.  
 
 
 
 



I Will Always Write Back    Martin Ganda and Caitlin Alifirenka  400 
This is the true story of two young pen pals who forge a life-altering connection. In 1997, Caitlin, a typical 12-year-old girl from 
a middle class American family, began writing to Martin, a studious 14-year-old from a Zimbabwe slum. In her letters, Caitlin 
described her life, which consisted of shopping trips, quarrels with friends, and problems at school. Martin was initially far 
more circumspect in his responses. Inflation had rocketed in Zimbabwe, and even finding money for postage was a struggle 
for the boy. Staying in school, which required paying costly fees, became merely a dream. Eventually, Martin revealed the 
harsh realities of his life to Caitlin, who began sending money and gifts. What started as chatty letters turned into a lifeline for 
Martin and his family, as Caitlin and her parents helped the boy stay in school and achieve his goal of studying at an American 
university. 
 
Lady Midnight     Cassandra Clare     720 
It’s been five years since the events of City of Heavenly Fire that brought the Shadowhunters to the brink of oblivion. Emma 
Carstairs is no longer a child in mourning, but a young woman bent on discovering what killed her parents and avenging her 
losses.  Together with her parabatai Julian Blackthorn, Emma must learn to trust her head and her heart as she investigates a 
demonic plot that stretches across Los Angeles, from the Sunset Strip to the enchanted sea that pounds the beaches of Santa 
Monica. If only her heart didn’t lead her in treacherous directions…  Making things even more complicated, Julian’s brother 
Mark—who was captured by the faeries five years ago—has been returned as a bargaining chip. The faeries are desperate to 
find out who is murdering their kind—and they need the Shadowhunters’ help to do it. But time works differently in faerie, so 
Mark has barely aged and doesn’t recognize his family. Can he ever truly return to them? Will the faeries really allow it? 
 
Martian, The     Andy Weir     287  
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars; and now, he's sure he'll be the first 
person to die there.  After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds 
himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word out, his 
supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive.  Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The 
damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first.  But Mark 
isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he 
steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next.  
 
Most Dangerous:    Steve Sheinkin      384 
Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War  
Deemed "the greatest story of the century", this the a true account of how whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg transformed from 
obscure government analyst into "the most dangerous man in America," and risked everything to expose years of government 
lies during the Nixon / Cold War era.  On June 13, 1971, the front page of the New York Times announced the existence of a 
7,000-page collection of documents containing a secret history of the Vietnam War. Known as The Pentagon Papers, these 
files had been commissioned by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. Chronicling every action the government had taken 
in the Vietnam War, they revealed a pattern of deception spanning over twenty years and four presidencies, and forever 
changed the relationship between American citizens and the politicians claiming to represent their interests.  
 
Orphan Train     Christina Baker Kline    278 
Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system. A community service position helping an 
elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie or worse.  As she helps Vivian sort through her 
possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they seem to be. A young Irish immigrant 
orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies would 
be determined by luck and chance.  Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that have 
haunted her for her entire life—answers that will ultimately free them both.  
 
Pregnancy Project: Am Memoir   Gaby Rodriguez and Jenna Glatzer  240 
Growing up, Gaby Rodriguez was often told she would end up a teen mom. After all, her mother and her older sisters had 
gotten pregnant as teenagers; from an outsider’s perspective, it was practically a family tradition. Gaby had ambitions that 
didn’t include teen motherhood. But she wondered: how would she be treated if she “lived down” to others’ expectations? 
That question sparked Gaby’s high school senior project: faking her own pregnancy to see how her family, friends, and 
community would react. What she learned changed her life forever—and made international headlines in the process. 
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Red Queen     Victoria Aveyard       388 
Graceling meets The Selection in this sweeping tale of seventeen-year-old Mare, a common girl whose once-latent magical 
power draws her into the dangerous intrigue of the king's palace. Will her power save her or condemn her?  Mare Barrow's 
world is divided by blood--those with common, Red blood serve the Silver- blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman 
abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. 
Before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own.  To cover up this impossibility, the king 
forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the 
Silver world, she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard--a growing Red rebellion--even as her 
heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the dangerous game she plays, the 
only certainty is betrayal. 
 
Red Rising     Pierce Brown     416 
Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the color-coded society of the future. Like his fellow Reds, he works all day, 
believing that he and his people are making the surface of Mars livable for future generations. Yet he spends his life willingly, 
knowing that his blood and sweat will one day result in a better world for his children.  But Darrow and his kind have been 
betrayed. Soon he discovers that humanity reached the surface generations ago. Vast cities and lush wilds spread across the 
planet. Darrow—and Reds like him—are nothing more than slaves to a decadent ruling class.  Inspired by a longing for justice, 
and driven by the memory of lost love, Darrow sacrifices everything to infiltrate the legendary Institute, a proving ground for 
the dominant Gold caste, where the next generation of humanity’s overlords struggle for power.  He will be forced to 
compete for his life and the very future of civilization against the best and most brutal of Society’s ruling class. There, he will 
stop at nothing to bring down his enemies . . . even if it means he has to become one of them to do so. 
 
Riders      Veronica Rossi     368 
For eighteen-year-old Gideon Blake, nothing but death can keep him from achieving his goal of becoming a U.S. Army Ranger. 
As it turns out, it does.  Recovering from the accident that most definitely killed him, Gideon finds himself with strange new 
powers and a bizarre cuff he can't remove. His death has brought to life his real destiny. He has become War, one of the 
legendary four horsemen of the apocalypse.  Over the coming weeks, he and the other horsemen--Conquest, Famine, and 
Death--are brought together by a beautiful but frustratingly secretive girl to help save humanity from an ancient evil on the 
emergence.  They fail.  Now--bound, bloodied, and drugged--Gideon is interrogated by the authorities about his role in a 
battle that has become an international incident. If he stands any chance of saving his friends and the girl he's fallen for--not 
to mention all of humankind--he needs to convince the skeptical government officials the world is in imminent danger.  But 
will anyone believe him? 
 
Saint Anything     Sarah Dessen     432 
Sixteen-year-old Sydney has always felt overshadowed by her handsome, popular, and troubled older brother Peyton. Now, 
he is in prison for a drunk driving accident that paralyzed another teen boy, and despite his incarceration, Sydney finds her 
mother's only focus is Peyton and that her dad has pretty much checked out of any decision making. When Sydney decides to 
leave her expensive private school and go to the local public school, her parents agree to allow the change. After her first day 
of school, she stops by a pizza shop where she meets brother and sister Layla and Mac, whose father owns the shop. In the 
duo, Sydney finds much needed acceptance. In their mother, she discovers a person she can talk to who will listen and give 
her the advice she craves. Because of Peyton's actions, Sydney's family is unable to handle what has happened. Layla and 
Mac's family also has its problems with a wayward daughter and an ill mother, but instead of being torn apart, they have 
drawn closer together. The contrast between the two families—economically and in their ability to function—provides added 
tension.  
 
Salt to the Sea     Ruta Sepetys     400 
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward freedom, many 
with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises 
salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each 
other tested with each step closer to safety.  Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, 
culture, or status matter, as all ten thousand people onboard, adults and children alike, must fight for the same thing: survival. 
 
 
 
 
 



Six of Crows     Leigh Bardugo     480 
Ketterdam is a bustling hub of international trade where anything can be had for the right price--and no one knows that better 
than criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a chance at a deadly heist that could make him rich beyond his wildest 
dreams. But he can't pull it off alone...  A convict with a thirst for revenge; a sharpshooter who can't walk away from a wager; 
a runaway with a privileged past; a spy known as the Wraith; a Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums; and a thief 
with a gift for unlikely escapes.  Six dangerous outcasts and one impossible heist.  Kaz's crew is the only thing that might stand 
between the world and destruction―if they don't kill each other first. 
 
Symphony for the City of the Dead   M.T. Anderson     464  
In September 1941, Adolf Hitler’s Wehrmacht surrounded Leningrad in what was to become one of the longest and most 
destructive sieges in Western history—almost three years of bombardment and starvation that culminated in the harsh winter 
of 1943–1944. More than a million citizens perished. Survivors recall corpses littering the frozen streets, their relatives having 
neither the means nor the strength to bury them. Residents burned books, furniture, and floorboards to keep warm; they ate 
family pets and—eventually—one another to stay alive. Trapped between the Nazi invading force and the Soviet government 
itself was composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who would write a symphony that roused, rallied, eulogized, and commemorated his 
fellow citizens—the Leningrad Symphony, which came to occupy a surprising place of prominence in the eventual Allied 
victory.  This is the true story of a city under siege: the triumph of bravery and defiance in the face of terrifying odds. It is also 
a look at the power—and layered meaning—of music in beleaguered lives. 
 
Where’d You Go, Bernadette   Maria Semple     352 
Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow private-school 
mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-old Bee, she is a best 
friend and, simply, Mom.  Then Bernadette disappears. It began when Bee aced her report card and claimed her promised 
reward: a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's intensifying allergy to Seattle--and people in general--has made her so 
agoraphobic that a virtual assistant in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the earth is problematic.  To 
find her mother, Bee compiles email messages, official documents, secret correspondence--creating a compulsively readable 
and touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an absurd world. 
 
Zeroboxer     Fonda Lee     360 
As a rising star in the weightless combat sport of zeroboxing, Carr “the Raptor” Luka dreams of winning the championship 
title. Recognizing his talent, the Zero Gravity Fighting Association assigns Risha, an ambitious and beautiful Martian colonist, 
to be his brandhelm––a personal marketing strategist. It isn’t long before she’s made Carr into a popular celebrity and stolen 
his heart along the way.  As his fame grows, Carr becomes an inspirational hero on Earth, a once-great planet that’s fallen into 
the shadow of its more prosperous colonies. But when Carr discovers a far-reaching criminal scheme, he becomes the keeper 
of a devastating secret. Not only will his choices put everything he cares about in jeopardy, but they may also spill the violence 
from the sports arena into the solar system.  


