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Public Act 96-0037, the Public Library Construction Act, requires the Illinois Secretary of State 
to file a comprehensive assessment report of the capital needs of all Illinois public libraries to 
the General Assembly every two years.  In an effort to compile this assessment needs report, 
the Illinois State Library requested that all Illinois public libraries complete and submit a 
Capital Needs Assessment Survey. Information was also gathered from 102 Illinois county 
clerks to compile the data on Equalized Assessed Valuation trends.   

Overview 

Responses were submitted by 493 public libraries, a 77.1% response rate, that reported $500.4 million 
of capital needs for general repair work, building additions and new building construction for the next 
two years.  Significant findings of the survey along with the data from the county clerks include: 

 

 $252.2 million is needed for the 
construction of 29 new buildings. 

 
 $103.8 million is needed for 39 building 

additions. 
 
 $50.3 million is needed for general repair, 

remodeling and renovation for 253 library 
buildings. 

 
 $16.8 million is needed by 100 libraries 

for structural repairs. 
 

 $19.2 million is needed by 145 library 
buildings for heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning repairs and upgrades. 

 $3.7 million is needed in 130 library 
buildings for security measures. 

 

 $5.6 million of accessibility improvements 
are needed in 61 library buildings. 

 $9 million is needed by 200 library 
buildings for technology upgrades. 

 
 89 library buildings are 100+ years old, 

while 102 library buildings are between 
51 and 100 years old. 
 

 Six libraries are in the process of 
constructing new library buildings at an 
estimated cost of $5 million. 

 
 Nine libraries are currently enlarging their 

existing buildings at an estimated cost of 
$34.2 million. 
 

 From 2011 to 2013, libraries experienced 
a $36.5 billion (10.8%) decline in the 
Equalized Assessed Value of the non-farm 
property of their service area. 



 
 

Illinois State Library Capital Needs Assessment Survey 
 

        
Type of Work Needed Headquarters Other Facilities Library Total 

General Repair/Remodeling/Renovation: # of Bldgs Estimate $ # of Bldgs Estimate $ # of Bldgs Estimate $ 
1 General repair/remodeling 214 40,588,472 39 9,734,900 253 50,323,372 
2 Structural repairs (walls, foundations, etc.) 72 6,742,392 28 10,078,250 100 16,820,642 
3 Roof repairs or replacements 88 5,858,443 22 3,280,700 110 9,139,143 
4 Heating/ventilation/air conditioning 127 14,533,094 18 4,717,800 145 19,250,894 
5 Electrical systems other than alarms 67 3,722,328 14 2,638,500 81 6,360,828 
6 Plumbing systems 63 1,717,517 10 1,046,700 73 2,764,217 
7 Egress systems (doors, stairs, etc.) 71 1,310,555 26 2,943,000 97 4,253,555 
8 Fire protection (detectors, alarms, etc.) 46 1,197,003 20 4,141,000 66 5,338,003 
9 Asbestos abatement 10 357,000 8 348,400 18 705,400 

10 Security measures 96 1,653,560 34 2,080,500 130 3,734,060 
11 Energy conservation 62 2,376,984 4 131,000 66 2,507,984 
12 Repair of sidewalks, curbing, parking areas 114 5,990,220 18 2,540,000 132 8,530,220 
13 Accessibility measures 50 4,086,104 11 1,564,000 61 5,650,104 
14 Technological upgrading 171 7,178,131 29 1,900,650 200 9,078,781 

  Subtotal General Repair/Remodeling/Renovation 
 

97,311,803 
 

47,145,400 
 

144,457,203 
New building construction (construction of a new facility) 24 233,750,000 5 18,485,000 29 252,235,000 
Building additions (adding square feet to existing facility) 36 91,284,200 3 12,500,000 39 103,784,200 
  Total Work Needed 

 
422,346,003 

 
78,130,400   500,476,403 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
Type of Work in Progress Headquarters Other Facilities Library Total 

General Repair/Remodeling/Renovation: # of Bldgs Estimate $ # of Bldgs Estimate $ # of Bldgs Estimate $ 
1 General repair/remodeling 95 26,798,955 8 239,043 103 27,037,998 
2 Structural repairs (walls, foundations, etc.) 15 682,290 3 7,360,000 18 8,042,290 
3 Roof repairs or replacements 28 1,572,504 4 614,750 32 2,187,254 
4 Heating/ventilation/air conditioning 38 2,303,334 5 322,000 43 2,625,334 
5 Electrical systems other than alarms 32 3,092,230 1 1,000 33 3,093,230 
6 Plumbing systems 17 462,964 3 12,100 20 475,064 
7 Egress systems (doors, stairs, etc.) 21 278,631 2 20,000 23 298,631 
8 Fire protection (detectors, alarms, etc.) 18 204,210 1 1,000 19 205,210 
9 Asbestos abatement 4 72,500 0 0 4 72,500 

10 Security measures 33 624,180 4 50,000 37 674,180 
11 Energy conservation 5 116,037 0 0 5 116,037 
12 Repair of sidewalks, curbing, parking areas 41 2,296,462 3 311,000 44 2,607,462 
13 Accessibility measures 10 296,435 3 192,840 13 489,275 
14 Technological upgrading 68 2,093,410 6 173,000 74 2,266,410 

  Subtotal General Repair/Remodeling/Renovation 
 

40,894,142 
 

9,296,733 
 

50,190,875 
New building construction (construction of a new facility) 6 5,048,288 0 0 6 5,048,288 
Building additions (adding square feet to existing facility) 9 34,227,880 0 0 9 34,227,880 
  Total Work in Progress 

 
80,170,310 

 
9,296,733   89,467,043 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Equalized Assessed Valuation (EAV) 

Trends 

 
2011 

 
2012 

 
2013 

 
Decline over  
3-year period 

Total EAV $337,567,331,940 $325,900,898,769 $301,045,314,410 $-36,522,017,530 

 



Work Needed 
 

Currently, a need of $500.4 million is estimated for general repairs, building additions and new 
building construction.  The chart below summarizes the needs of the 493 survey respondents. 

 

 
 

General Renovation and Repair 
 

The estimated need for $144.5 million of general renovation and repair work is represented in the bar 
chart below.  These needs are projected within the next two years, and are over and above the work 
in progress through 2015. 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 

EAV Trends 
 

Data collected from Illinois county clerks to calculate the annual Public Library Per Capita and Equalization 
Aid Grant award highlights a sharp three-year statewide decline in the value of taxable non-farm property 
in library service areas.  
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