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The Institute of Museum & Library Services (IMLS) is funded through the annual federal appropriations process as a 
federal agency that administers discretionary programs including the federal Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 
funds. In Illinois, the terms “block” and “competitive” are frequently used to describe different types of grant programs 
administered by IMLS. All IMLS funding to the Illinois State Library is LSTA funding, whether block or competitive, and is 
awarded by IMLS under the Museum and Library Services Act General Provisions. 
 
IMLS Appropriations History, 2013–2016  
(Budget Authority in 000’s)  
 
 

 
 
 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Legislation & Budget 

  FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 
Request 

Museum and Library Services Act (MLSA) General Provisions 

Research, Evaluation, 
and Data Collection  1,787 1,820 1,820 1,787 

Library Services Technology Act (LSTA) 

Grants to States  150,000 154,848 154,848 154,500 

Native American 
Library Services  3,667 3,861 3,861 4,063 

National Leadership: 
Libraries  11,377 12,200 12,200 17,500 

Laura Bush 21st 
Century Librarian  10,000 10,000 10,000 10,500 

SUBTOTAL, LSTA  175,044 180,909 180,909 186,563 

Museum Services Act (MSA) 

Museums for America  19,564 20,200 20,200 21,457 

Native 
American/Hawaiian 
Museum Services  

877 924 924 972 

National Leadership: 
Museums  7,468 7,600 7,600 11,168 

SUBTOTAL, MSA  27,909 28,724 28,724 33,597 

African American History Culture Act 

Museum Grants for 
African American 
History and Culture  

1,336 1,407 1,407 1,481 

Agency Wide 

Administration  13,745 14,000 15,000 14,000 

TOTAL  219,821 226,860 227,860 237,428 

“Block” 
 

“Competitive” 
Awarded to 

ISL in the past 

http://www.imls.gov/about/budget_and_performance_links.aspx
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• All states receive  
• Based on formula  
• Amount depends 

on appropriation 
from Congress 

• MOE  

Block 

Competitive 

Competitive 

• Applied for 
separately  

• Grant limits depend 
on appropriation 
from Congress  

• Reviewed by peers  
• Annual application 

rounds  

http://www.imls.gov/recipients/grantsearch.aspx

