
 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL 
 
MAINTENANCE LABORER - ASBESTOS    Class Code:  K5355 
 
DISTINQUISHING FEATURES OF THE CLASS 
 
 Under general supervision, as a licensed asbestos worker, performs a variety of work in the 
removal, encapsulation, enclosure, renovation, or repair of materials containing asbestos from walls, 
ceilings and floors in buildings or from mechanical systems such as pipes, ducts and boilers where 
those systems are to remain; set up scaffolds and seal off work areas; position decontamination units 
or portable showers at work entrances to safely remove airborne fibers; spray chemicals over the 
asbestos to soften if for removal; use knives and scrapers to chip asbestos from surfaces and put it in 
plastic disposal bags for transport to authorized disposal sites. 
 
ILLUSTRATIVE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Typical duties include, but are not limited to, a combination of functions defined in the Maintenance 
Laborer classification AND such functions as: 
 
1. Isolate asbestos contaminated area by constructing containments, enclosures, partitions, air 

passages and walls; affixing warning or danger signs in work area; covering work area in 
plastic; constructing a decontamination enclosure system to change clothes and a waste out 
chamber to facilitate the safe removal of bags of asbestos waste; ensuring that barriers and 
plastic are sealed; assembling scaffolding; dismantling necessary ductwork and sealing; 
repairing damaged barriers and remedy defects; visually inspecting enclosures and spraying a  
sealant to exposed surfaces to lock down any residual airborne asbestos fibers; disassembling 
containments, partitions and air passages upon completion of project. 

 
2. Remove, encapsulate or repair materials containing asbestos from ceilings, beams, walls, boilers 

and other structures using approved work methods such as glove bags, spraying chemical 
solution to soften asbestos then hand scraping asbestos from surfaces, mini-enclosures and 
negative pressure enclosures to control any hazards posed by the presence of asbestos 
containing materials, including removal in conjunction with planned renovation or construction 
projects or enclosure or encapsulation of the materials to stabilize damaged asbestos in areas not 
undergoing renovation; using vacuum cleaners with HEPA filters to capture any released fibers, 
shoveling asbestos into disposal bags and loading bags onto truck for removal and disposal; 
cleaning all surfaces within the enclosure using wet sponges or rags.  

 
3. Operates and maintains power and hand tools; sets up, operates and maintains environmental 

and protective asbestos abatement equipment including air monitoring devices, air filtration 
equipment and protective respiratory equipment; operates trucks, trailers and other required 
equipment; verifies condition of all safety equipment. 

 
4. Prepares and maintains job site records and reports, assists in maintaining inventory of materials 

and supplies; loads and unloads materials and supplies; completes and signs manifest that 
accompanies the waste to the landfill. 

 



 
MAINTENANCE LABORER – ASBESTOS  (Continued) 
 
 
5. Conducts thorough and accurate inspections to insure compliance with regulatory requirements 

and job specifications; detects hazardous situations and recommends corrective actions; 
interprets and applies various regulations relating to asbestos removal; visually inspects 
enclosure to verify no asbestos or residue remains, as well as air monitoring, in all areas 
adjacent to the work site is performed to ensure that the area is safe for reoccupancy. 

 
6. May direct workers assisting with project to insure compliance with safety and regulations. 
 
7.  Performs other duties as required or assigned within the scope of the class. 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Education and Experience 
 
 Requires knowledge, skill and mental development equivalent to the completion of high 
school and one (1) year experience performing manual labor in a construction or maintenance work 
environment and possession of asbestos worker licensure with current accreditation. 
 
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities 
 
 Requires working knowledge of materials of the trade, and proper procedures and methods 
for asbestos removal. 
 Requires working knowledge of tools of the trade. 
 Requires skill in the use of power and hand tools and asbestos abatement equipment 
including air monitoring devices, air filtration equipment and protective respiratory equipment. 
 Requires the ability to read, interpret and work from plans, simple or involved drawings and 
sketches. 
 Requires the ability to make simple mathematical computations and take exact 
measurements. 

Requires the ability to perform the physical functions and tasks associated with the trade.  
 Requires the ability to follow oral and/or written instructions. 
 Requires the ability to obtain and maintain current licensure as an Asbestos Worker. 

Requires willingness to travel and possession of a valid Illinois driver’s license. 
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