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WHITE AWARDS TRAINING GRANTS TO 15 FUTURE LIBRARIANS 
 

SPRINGFIELD—Secretary of State and State Librarian Jesse White has announced that 15 
students from Illinois have been named recipients of 2005/2006 Secretary of State/Illinois State 
Library Training Grants. 

To encourage students to make the library profession a career, and to promote quality library 
service in Illinois, the Secretary of State annually awards up to 15 training grants of $7,500 each to 
students who are enrolling in Masters degree programs in an accredited graduate library school.  
Recipients must be Illinois residents and must work for two years following graduation in an Illinois 
library. Grant funding is provided to the Illinois State Library from federal Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA) funds awarded by the Institute for Museum and Library Services. 

“Illinois is among the nation's leaders in providing financial support to educate and train 
future librarians and information specialists,” White said. “We actively recruit students and provide 
them with grants to obtain a Master of Library and Information Sciences degree. This program has 
allowed more than 200 students to obtain the training necessary to become librarians and information 
specialists.   

“The Training Grant program ensures that libraries in this state will continue to be staffed 
with persons who are the most well-educated and highly qualified in their field.  Professional 
librarians with a MLS degree assist patrons in finding the best and most reliable information they 
need to navigate modern life.  I am pleased to congratulate this year's recipients, and I commend 
them for wanting to serve the public as future librarians.” 

The students selected for 2005/2006 Training grants are: 
 Christine A. Aden of Moline, who will pursue her Master of Library and Information  

Sciences degree at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   
 Amy Ann Bendall of Lindenhurst, who will pursue her MLS degree at the University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
 Steven J. Carmody of Urbana, who will pursue his MLS degree at Dominican University in 

River Forest.   
 Douglas Ricker Dechow of Naperville, who will pursue his MLS degree at the University of 

Illinois at Urbana/Champaign.   
 John Raymond Fischer of Bloomington, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
 Stephanie Shartel Gray of Chicago, Dominican University. 
 Elisa Dorothy Gueffier of Antioch, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
 Fenesha Nicole Hubbard of Chicago, Dominican University. 
 Patrick Henry McDonald III of Arlington Heights, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
 Jennifer A. Norborg of Oak Park, Dominican University. 
 Catherine Beth Oedewaldt of Tremont, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
 Tiffany Lynn Torbeck of Vandalia, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
 Jessica L. Westphal of Chicago, Dominican University. 
 Bradley Karl Whetzel of Wood River, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
 Alissa Galadriel Williams of Morton, U of I at Urbana/Champaign. 
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