
House Bill 1077 will mean a lot to many people across Illinois if passed by the Illinois General
Assembly this spring. The First-Person Consent legislation would do away with the need for
family consent before organ/tissue donation can take place.

"By signing the backs of their driver's licenses and joining the Organ/Tissue Donor Registry, 6
million people in Illinois have decided that upon their death they would give others a second
chance at life," said Secretary of State Jesse White, who is pushing for the legislation.
"Unfortunately, there are times when a donor's wishes are not carried through. When someone
decides to become an organ donor, we owe it to them to honor their wish."

Currently in Illinois, organ/tissue donation cannot take place without next-of-kin approval.
Families may sometimes have a difficult time making the decision to donate when they are
grieving over the loss of a loved one. Complicating matters is the fact that the decision has to
be made quickly before the organs deteriorate.

Passage of HB 1077 would make a person's intent to be a donor legally binding, removing the
need for further consent. Similar legislation is in place in 42 other states. It is estimated that a
First-Person Consent law could save at least 100 additional lives each year. 

The bill would amend the Illinois Vehicle Code and the Illinois Anatomical Gift Act and give
authority to the Secretary of State's office to establish a new First-Person Consent Organ/Tissue
Donor Registry. 

Secretary of State Jesse White � Spring 2005
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Melvin (left) and Andre Jordan

Illinois Donor Registry 
reaches 50 percent goal
The Illinois Organ/Tissue Donor Registry reached the 50
percent statewide average participation mark in January 2005.
The registry has stayed between 47 and 49 percent
participation level for more than a year, until January when
participation numbers increased enough to boost the registry
to 50 percent, meaning that about half of all persons who visit
a Driver Services facility now say “yes” to donation.

Illinois maintains the largest donor registry in the country
with more than 6 million people. The more people that join
the registry means less people on waiting lists for lifesaving
organs and tissues. Congratulations to everyone who has
helped achieve this goal by promoting organ/tissue donation
in Driver Services facilities, schools, workplaces and
communities across Illinois.

Organ Donor License Plate
The Organ Donor License Plate is the fourth-highest
selling specialty license plate in Illinois. More than
6,000 plates have been sold since the plate's
introduction just a few years ago. The plate is now
available as vanity or personalized.

Show your support for organ/tissue donation by
displaying the Organ Donor plate on your vehicle.
Proceeds from the sale of the plates go to support
organ/tissue donor awareness efforts across Illinois.

Sitting in a chair for four hours hooked up to a dialysis
machine is no way to start — or end — your week. But Melvin
Jordan, 48, of Springfield has been doing just that since May of
last year. The alternative to his Monday, Wednesday, Friday
four-hour dialysis treatments — a kidney transplant.

“It was a crushing blow…a shock to find out that I needed
dialysis and, ultimately, a kidney transplant,” said Melvin. His
condition is the result of years of hypertension (high blood-
pressure) and diabetes.

Andre Jordan of the Secretary of State's Legislative Affairs
Department has a two-fold interest in his uncle Melvin's
condition. His mom, Linda, of Atlanta, GA, has offered to be a
living donor for her brother. “I wasn't surprised when my mom
said she would do it,” said Andre. “She has the biggest heart in
the world. It's just like her to want to help her younger brother.”

When Andre first learned of his uncle's medical condition he
was shocked. “He's such a strong guy. It was hard to sink in.”
Andre and his uncle share a very close relationship. “He's been
my dad, my uncle, my best friend.”

Fortunately, the Jordan family sticks together when times get
tough. As soon as the family heard about Melvin's need for a
kidney transplant, his sister and his wife began undergoing
tests to see if either one was a match. Both were found to be
matches.

Asked how he felt about his sister wanting to donate one of
her kidneys, Melvin said, “I was first very happy; then I was
humbled. When you're on the receiving end it humbles
you…someone wanting to give part of their body to you.”

Melvin's wife will be a back-up candidate if something should
happen that his sister is unable to be a donor. “She's (my wife)
my soul mate. She'd do anything for me.” But with their two
boys ages 11 and 14, the family is hoping that things will work
out with his sister. 

The entire family has been positive and supportive from the
beginning. “I'll be right by both of them through it all,” said
Andre. “Yeah, we're going to have to reserve an entire wing at
the hospital for family,” said Melvin.

Melvin still has to undergo more tests to make sure he's
healthy enough to undergo the transplant and plans to lose a
few more pounds before the surgery, which is expected to take
place this spring. Asked what his aspirations are after the
surgery, “To take a lot better care of myself and my new
kidney.”



Transplant process 
Many Secretary of State facility
employees are asked daily by customers
how the transplant process works.
Following is a summary based on
information from the United Network for
Organ Sharing (UNOS), the organization
that oversees the equitable distribution
of organs. UNOS maintains a centralized
computer network linking all organ
procurement organizations and
transplant centers. The network is
accessible 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, with organ placement specialists
always on call to answer questions.

1.After a patient is referred by a doctor, 
a transplant center evaluates and 
considers the viability of a transplant. 
If the patient is found to be a 
transplant candidate, the patient's 
medical profile is added to the 
national organ/transplant waiting list.

2. When a deceased donor is identified, a 
transplant coordinator from an organ 
procurement organization accesses the 
UNOS computer network. Each patient 
on the transplant list is matched against
the donor characteristics. The computer 
then generates a ranked list of patients 
for each organ that is procured from 
that donor according to organ allocation
policies. Factors affecting ranking 
include the degree of medical urgency, 
tissue match, blood type, length of time 
on the waiting list, immune status and 
the distance between the recipient and 
the donor.

3.Upon finding matches, an organ is 
offered to the first person on the list. 
When a patient is selected, he or she 
must be available, healthy enough to 
undergo the surgery, and be willing to 
have the transplant immediately. After
additional tests to determine 
compatibility, the surgery is scheduled.

For more information about the donation
process, visit www.organdonor.gov.

National Donate Life Month
During April, advocates of organ/tissue
donation across the country will celebrate
life and hope. Following are a few events
that have taken place so far this year and
some that are planned during National
Donate Life Month. 

McLean County— The McLean County
Life Goes On Committee is asking all
mayors in the county to issue
proclamations during April. The committee
also is posting yard signs that show
community support for donation and
presenting information on donation at the
Bloomington city council meeting.

Rockford— During Black History Month,
the Rockford Life Goes On Committee
sponsored a Unity For Life Donor Fair on
Feb. 22 at the Booker Washington Center.
Secretary of State Jesse White, Rockford
Mayor Doug Scott and state Rep. Chuck
Jefferson attended the event, which was
aimed at increasing awareness about the
need for minority donors. On Feb. 27, the
group sponsored the Rockford Lightning
basketball game, giving away Life Goes
On jerseys to the first 1,000 youths. At
half time, the Spare Parts transplant
recipient basketball team played against
Rockford public figures. 

On April 9, the group will sponsor the
second annual Red Shoe Run for Donor
Awareness at Rock Valley College, with
proceeds benefiting the National Marrow
Donor Program.

Carbondale— The Southern Illinois Life
Goes On Committee and Mid-America

Transplant Services held its sixth annual
Organ/Tissue Donor Night on Feb. 9 at the
Salukis basketball game at SIU-
Carbondale. Secretary White attended the
reception and spoke to the crowd before
the game. The Jesse White Tumbling Team
performed at half time, and T-shirts and
green donor awareness bracelets were
distributed to the fans.

Quincy— The Greater Quincy Area Life
Goes On Committee will hold a rally April
7 at the Adams County Courthouse along
with a tree planting to honor recipients,
donor families and those on the waiting
list. An essay contest for 10th-, 11th- and
12th-graders in Adams and Pike counties
also will be held with the winners
announced at the tree-planting ceremony.  

Naperville— Organ Transplant Support
will hold its 14th annual tree-planting
ceremony April 24, at 1 p.m., at Naperville
Central High School and Naper
Settlement. The Life Goes On in the Fox
Valley Committee is asking businesses,
banks and local restaurants to help
distribute organ/tissue donor materials.

To help promote organ/tissue donation, call one of the following organizations: 
Secretary of State Organ/Tissue Donor Program  . . . . . . . .800-210-2106
Gift of Hope Organ and Tissue Donor Network  . . . .630-758-2600/217-789-9363
Mid-America Transplant Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .618-268-6025
National Kidney Foundation of Illinois  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .312-321-1500
American Liver Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .312-377-9030
Illinois Eye-Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-548-4703
Organ Transplant Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .630-527-8640

Secretary White is joined by Mid-America Transplant
Services staff at the Organ/Tissue Donor Night at SIU-
Carbondale.
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OTS offers support through the transplant process
“No One Should Go Through This Alone” is the Organ

Transplant Support (OTS) group's motto. Located in the
Chicago suburb of Naperville, OTS has helped
thousands of individuals navigate the
transplant process over the last 15 years.

President Rich McMahon, a kidney/pancreas
recipient, has been with the group since its
inception in 1990. Don LaRocco, one of the
group's founders, died last year of
complications from a transplant. Rich still
feels the loss still today but has vowed to
continue to keep the group strong for those
needing a helping hand. “I never thought I'd
be heading a support group for transplant
recipients a few years ago,” said Rich.  “I
was never outgoing enough, but I saw a
need to help others through the things I had
experienced.”

OTS has grown from about 100 members at the end of its first
year to more than 1,200 today. A 9-member board of directors
runs the organization, with the mission of providing support
and comfort to transplant recipients and their families,

helping those on the transplant waiting list cope, and
participating in donor community awareness activities. The

group hosts monthly meetings at 7:30 p.m.
on the first Friday of each month at the
Naperville Professional Building, 1020 E.
Ogden Ave. in Naperville.

OTS also hosts an annual tree-planting
ceremony during National Donate Life
Month in April to honor donors and their
families, and a luncheon in September to
recognize OTS members who have
contributed significantly to donor awareness.
Primarily supported by membership dues, the
group reaches people in all walks of life. Its
monthly newsletter, the Miracle Messenger,
is distributed to members throughout the
country, providing emotional support,
information about the transplant process
and valuable resources.

If someone you know could benefit from the support of OTS,
please contact: Rich McMahon, OTS, P.O. Box 471, Naperville,
IL  60566, or call 630-527-8640.

Rich McMahon, president of Organ
Transplant Support spends much of his time
on the phone helping transplant recipients,
their families and those on the waiting list.


