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Illinois State Board of Education

The mission of the Illinois State Board of Education

(ISBE) is to provide leadership and resources to achieve

excellence across all Illinois districts by engaging legislators,

school administrators, teachers, students, parents, families,

and other stakeholders in formulating and advocating for poli-

cies that enhance education, empower districts and ensure

equitable outcomes for all students.

The 1970 Illinois Constitution directed that the responsi-

bilities for elementary and secondary education in the state be

transferred from an elected superintendent to an appointed

board of citizens. The resulting nine-member State Board of

Education sets policies and guidelines for public schools —

preschool through grade 12 — and for career and technical

education. The board analyzes the goals, needs and require-

ments of education and recommends legislation to the

General Assembly for the benefit of more than 2 million students in Illinois schools. 

Members of the Illinois State Board of Education are appointed by the Governor with

the consent of the Senate. Upon taking office, a new Governor will appoint five new mem-

bers to the board with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Governor appoints the State

Board chair, and board members elect their officers. The board appoints the State Super -

intendent of Education, who may be recommended by the Governor. A state superintendent

is appointed at the beginning of each gubernatorial term after board appointments have been

made. In February 2019, the board selected Dr. Carmen I. Ayala as State Superintendent of

Education. 

In September 2015, the board amended its strategic plan to improve student success in

Illinois by refocusing on specific, measurable, high-reaching goals. Every child in each pub-

lic school system in the State of Illinois deserves to attend a system wherein:

• All kindergartners are assessed for readiness.

• Ninety percent or more of third-grade students are reading at or above grade level.

• Ninety percent or more of fifth-grade students meet or exceed expectations in math-

ematics.

• Ninety percent or more of ninth-grade students are on track to graduate with their

cohort.

• Ninety percent or more of students graduate from high school ready for college and

career.

• All students are supported by highly prepared and effective teachers and school

leaders.

• Every school offers a safe and healthy learning environment for all students.

Dr. Carmen I. Ayala

State Superintendent 

of Education
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Illinois Teacher of the Year

The State Board of Education annually recognizes individuals who have made out-

standing contributions to elementary and secondary education with the “Those Who Excel”

awards program. The top award is for the Illinois Teacher of the Year.

Susan Converse (left) is a special

education teacher at Edwardsville High

School in Edwardsville School District 7

and was named the 2019 Illinois Teacher

of the Year. Lindsay Jensen (right) is an

English teacher at Dwight Township High

School in Dwight Public School District

230 and was named the 2018 Illinois

Teacher of the Year. 

Board Members: Darren Reisberg, chair; Dr. Donna Leak, vice chair; Dr. Cristina Pacione-

Zayas, secretary; Dr. Christine Benson, Cynthia Latimer, Dr. David Lett, Susie Morrison,

Jane Quinlan and Jacqueline Robbins. 

Administrative Personnel 

Dr. Carmen I. Ayala............................................................State Superintendent of Education 
Stephanie Jones ..............................................................................................General Counsel 
Tassi Maton............................................................................................Chief Internal Auditor
Melissa Oller .............................................Chief Operating and Professional Capital Officer 
Robert Wolfe........................................................................................Chief Financial Officer 

2017-18 Illinois Education Statistics

Public school enrollment ...........................................................................................2,001,529

Elementary (pre-K-8) ........................................................................................1,385,367

Secondary (9-12) ..................................................................................................616,162

Percentage of low-income students ................................................................................49.4%

Percentage of third-grade students who met or exceeded 

standards in English language arts.............................................................................37%

Percentage of fifth-grade students who met or exceeded 

standards in mathematics ........................................................................................30.8%

Percentage of ninth-grade students on track to graduate................................................86.8%

Four-year graduation rate ................................................................................................85.4%

Percentage of 11th-grade students who met or exceeded 

standards in English language arts..........................................................................36.9%

Percentage of 11th-grade students who met or exceeded 

standards in math.....................................................................................................34.4%

Number of staff certified (full-time equivalent or FTE)..............................................128,999

Percentage of teachers with a master’s degree or higher ..................................................61%

278-308 Education 2019.qxp_Layout 1  6/20/19  9:14 AM  Page 279


