
Archival Professional Development
Scholarship Program
Beginning July 1, the Illinois State Historical Records
Advisory Board (ISHRAB) is offering scholarships to
Illinois archivists and archival volunteers to attend a
professional archival workshop of their choice.
Scholarships may be used to help defray the cost of
attending an event such as a 2011 Midwest Archives
Conference workshop, a Society of American
Archivists (SAA) workshop or a Campbell Center for
Historic Preservation Studies workshop. Funding for
the program is provided by a State and National
Archival Partnership (SNAP) Grant from the National
Historical Publications and Records Commission.

Awards of up to $200 per applicant per year may be
used for registration, housing and/or travel to the
event. Scholar ships will be awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis until the funding is exhausted.
Beginning July 1, complete information and an applica-
tion form will be available at www.cyberdrive -
illinois.com (click Departments, Illinois State Archives,
ISHRAB). For more information, please contact: David
Joens, Archives Director, Margaret Cross Norton
Building, Springfield, IL 62756, 217-782-3492,
djoens@ilsos.net.

“Understanding Archives” workshop
The ISHRAB is pleased to sponsor the SAA workshop
“Understanding Archives: An Introduction to Principles
and Practices.” The workshop, conducted by Anne
Ostendarp of the Society of American Archivists, is
designed for persons new to the archives profession,
those with limited archival experience, or individuals
who are responsible for archival collections but have
no formal archival training. 

The one-day workshop will provide an overview of the
core archival functions of appraisal, accessioning,
arrangement and description as well as preservation,
reference and access. Participants will learn the respon-
sibilities and obligations that historical records programs
accept when they bring collections into their institutions.

continued on page 2
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75 years ago...
Taken June 11, 1936, this photo shows the construction of the Illinois
State Archives building. The foundation is being laid for the building
that will measure 152 feet long, 67 feet deep and about 100 feet
high. Since the building was to be a records storage building and not
an office building, the considerable weight of the records was given
serious consideration. The building is carried on caissons sunk 35 feet
to bedrock. Only two other archives buildings in the country — the
National Archives at Washington and the Maryland Hall of Records at
Annapolis — had been completed at this time.

The ISHRAB archival educational opportunities are funded by a State
and National Archival Partnership grant from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission. The NHPRC is a statutory body
affiliated with the National Archives and Records Administration. It sup-
ports a wide range of activities to preserve, publish and encourage the
use of primary source documents.

Federal Township Plats, 1804–1891 (2002), 102 Illinois counties with each county on a single CD-ROM – $20 per county

A Summary Guide to Local Governmental Records in the Illinois Regional Archives, second edition (1999), 265 pp. – $6

Descriptive Inventory of the Archives of the State of Illinois, second edition (1997), 940 pp. or CD-ROM – $20

Abraham Lincoln in Illinois: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (2008), teacher’s manual (87 pp.) and 35 document fac-
similes with transcriptions – $10*

Hard Times in Illinois, 1930-1940: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (2002), teacher’s manual (119 pp.) and 50 docu-
ment facsimiles – $10*

The Illinois and Michigan Canal, 1827-1911: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (1998), teacher’s manual (115 pp.)
and 50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $12*

Illinois at War, 1941-1945: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (1994), teacher’s manual (119 pp.) and 50 document
facsimiles – $12*

From the Ashes, 1872-1900: A Selection of Documents from the Proceedings Files of the Chicago City Council (1990), teacher’s manual (123
pp.) and 50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $10*

Early Chicago, 1833-1871: A Selection of City Council Proceedings Files from the Illinois State Archives (1986, 1999), teacher’s manual (115
pp.) and 50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $14*

*Teaching packets are available free to Illinois educational institutions by submitting a request on letterhead stationery. All
other requests are filled for the fee listed. To order publications, please contact: Illinois State Archives, Publications Unit, Norton
Building, Springfield, IL 62756, 217-782-2226. Please make checks payable to Secretary of State. For a complete list of Illinois State Archives
publications, please visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/publications.html.A
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Illinois Association of Museums
Annual Conference: “Museumpalooza:

A Celebration of Cultural Tourism & Communities”
July 24-27, Chicago

www.state.il.us/hpa/iam/

Society of American Archivists
75th Annual Meeting & Anniversary Celebration:

“Archives 360°”
August 22-27, Chicago

www.archivists.org/conference

Federation of Genealogical Societies/
Illinois State Genealogical Society

2011 Conference: “Pathways to the Heartland:
A Conference for the Nation’s Genealogists”

September 7-10, Springfield
www.fgs.org/2011conference/index.php

1-888-FGS-1500

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
2011 Conference on Illinois History

September 29-30, Springfield
www.illinoishistory.gov, 217-785-1511

ISHRAB/Society of American Archivists
Archives Overview Workshop

October 3, Carbondale
www.archivists.org

Midwest Archives Conference
Fall Symposium 2011: “Preservation of Magnetic

Media”
October 20-21, Sioux City, IA
www.midwestarchives.org

Downstate Local Records Commission
Meeting

1st Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m.
Margaret Cross Norton Building, Springfield

www.cyberdriveillinois.com

Cook County Local Records Commission
Meeting

2nd Tuesday of the month, 11 a.m.
Video Conference Room, 9th floor

Thompson Center, Chicago
or Capital City Center, Springfield

130 W. Mason St.
www.cyberdriveillinois.com

State Records Commission Meeting
3rd Wednesday of every month, 9:30 a.m.

Margaret Cross Norton Building, Springfield
www.cyberdriveillinois.com

DATES &
REMINDERS

Archival Educational Opportunities (continued from page 1)

The workshop is October 3 at Southern
Illinois University Carbondale and costs
$185 for SAA members and $210 for non-
members. The ISHRAB will pay the regis-
tration fee of the first 15 Illinois appli-
cants to register for the workshop using

funds provided by an NHPRC grant. Reg -
istrations will be handled through the
SAA at www.archivists.org (click Ed u -
cation & Events, Continuing Education
Calendar.) Register now to take advan-
tage of this opportunity.

When asked “What aspect of the workshop was most valuable to you?”
previous “Understanding Archives” workshop participants responded: 
• “Excellent manual, which I annotated heavily during the session.”
• “All of it was, though I'm new to this so everything was new and interesting.” 
• “Definitions, additional resources, handouts.” 
• “Conservation/arrangements because it’s such a difficult issue.”
• “Knew nothing about third-party privacy rights…Also reference interview and

patron registration was enlightening.” 
• “Helping me distinguish between my library training and archival practices —

first time this has been so clear to me.” 
• “Talking about how to properly preserve and store materials. I didn't know

enough about that.” 

The state song, “Illinois,” contains the lines “Not
without thy wondrous story can be writ the
nation’s glory, Illinois, Illinois,” a direct reference
to Illinois and the Civil War. As Illinois and the
nation commemorate the sesquicentennial of the
beginning of the Civil War this year, it is important
to remember the significant role that Illinois played
in the war and honor those who fought in it.

The commander-in-chief, Abraham Lincoln, hailed
from Illinois, as did the war’s most successful gen-
eral, Ulysses S. Grant. His torian Robert Howard
noted that Illinois provided 177 generals for the
war effort, including John A. “Black Jack” Logan of
Murphys boro and Benjamin H. Grierson of
Jacksonville, two of the most successful non-West
Point “citizen-soldier” generals. Stephen A.
Douglas, Lincoln’s chief political opponent, led efforts to ensure
that Illinois and, more specifically Illinois Democrats, supported
the Union war effort.

More than 285,000 Illinoisans fought for the Union in the Civil
War. Of those, fewer than 4,000 were drafted, meaning that
more than a quarter of a million Illinoisans volunteered to fight.
In all, approximately 35,000 died from battlefield injuries, dis-
ease or imprisonment.

Illinois men were not the only heroes of the war. Both men and
women served nobly on the home front and several Illinois
women served as nurses for the troops. The most famous Illinois
nurse was Mary Ann “Mother” Bickerdyke of Galesburg, who
traveled the battlefields to tend to the wounded and provide
them with clean hospital facilities.

Along with manpower, Illinois provided war materials as well,
including meat and agricultural products to feed the troops. The
town of Cairo in deep Southern Illinois became an important
starting point for the western invasion of the South, and Mound
City housed a large shipbuilding plant and military hospital.
Illinois housed Confederate prison camps in Alton, Springfield,
Rock Island and Chicago.

After the war, Illinois continued to play an important role, for it
was here in 1866 in Decatur where the Grand Army of the Re -
public — the largest Union veterans organization — was
formed. And it was in Carbondale in 1867 where John A. Logan
began Memorial Day.

For researchers seeking to study Illinois’ role in the Civil War, the
State Archives has numerous sources, many of which are avail-
able at www.cyberdrive illinois.com/departments/
archives/databases.html. Databases include muster roll informa-
tion about individual Illinois soldiers and histories of Illinois regi-
ments and units. Other Civil War sources at the State Archives
include the records of Illinois Civil War Governors Richard Yates
and Richard Oglesby; an account of expenditures and liabilities
incurred by Illinois counties and towns; military censuses; a list of
Illinois soldiers buried at the Andersonville prisoner of war camp
in Andersonville, GA; and lists of both Union and Confederate sol-
diers buried in cemeteries in Springfield, Alton and Quincy.

Many local government records pertaining to the war can be
found at Illinois Regional Archives Depositories (IRAD) located at
seven Illinois universities. For information on an IRAD in your
area, visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com (click Departments,
Archives)

Pre-1916 Illinois Death Index

The Pre–1916 Illinois Death Index is an ongoing project coordinated by the Illinois
State Archives. Sources for the index include original county clerk death records
such as death registers and licenses. From 1877 to 1915, Illinois law required all
births and deaths to be reported to the county clerk by the attending physicians or
accoucheurs. After 1915, all death certificates were required by law to be filed with
the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Each entry in the index includes the name of decedent; date of death; name of coun-
ty where death occurred; place of death within the county, when possible; age and
sex of decedent; and a citation to the original record, i.e., volume and page number
for death registers or certificate number for death certificates.

Data entry is complete through December 1915 for 21 of the 102 counties and par-
tial information from an additional 22 counties. The database currently contains
more than 1,151,970 records. The most recently completed county is Kane County.
Other counties that have been completed are: Bond, Christian, Clinton, Cook,
DeWitt, Effingham, Fayette, Hardin, Kane, Pope, Macon, Marion, Monroe,
Montgomery, Moultrie, Ogle, Perry, Piatt, Saline, Shelby and Union.

To access the Pre-1916 Illinois Death Index, visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com (click
Departments, Illinois State Archives, Databases).

Illinois and the Civil War

The Illinois Civil War Sesqui -

centennial Web site includes a

statewide calendar of events related

to the sesquicentennial, a timeline

of Illinois and the Civil War, images

and artifacts of the era, download-

able PDFs of Civil War-related arti-

cles and educational materials. 

For the fifth year in a row, the Illinois State Archives participated in MayDay, a national effort to prepare
for disasters. It is a time when archivists and other cultural heritage professionals take personal and pro-
fessional responsibility for doing something simple  — something that can be accomplished in a day but
that can have a significant impact on an individual’s or repository’s ability to respond to a disaster. This
year the Archives’ activities focused on earthquake awareness and preparedness.

www.state.il.us/hpa/iam/
http://www.archivists.org/conference
http://www.fgs.org/2011conference/index.php
http://www.illinoishistory.gov
http://www.archivists.org
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http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com
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http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com
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The workshop is October 3 at Southern
Illinois University Carbondale and costs
$185 for SAA members and $210 for non-
members. The ISHRAB will pay the regis-
tration fee of the first 15 Illinois appli-
cants to register for the workshop using

funds provided by an NHPRC grant. Reg -
istrations will be handled through the
SAA at www.archivists.org (click Ed u -
cation & Events, Continuing Education
Calendar.) Register now to take advan-
tage of this opportunity.

When asked “What aspect of the workshop was most valuable to you?”
previous “Understanding Archives” workshop participants responded: 
• “Excellent manual, which I annotated heavily during the session.”
• “All of it was, though I'm new to this so everything was new and interesting.” 
• “Definitions, additional resources, handouts.” 
• “Conservation/arrangements because it’s such a difficult issue.”
• “Knew nothing about third-party privacy rights…Also reference interview and

patron registration was enlightening.” 
• “Helping me distinguish between my library training and archival practices —

first time this has been so clear to me.” 
• “Talking about how to properly preserve and store materials. I didn't know

enough about that.” 

The state song, “Illinois,” contains the lines “Not
without thy wondrous story can be writ the
nation’s glory, Illinois, Illinois,” a direct reference
to Illinois and the Civil War. As Illinois and the
nation commemorate the sesquicentennial of the
beginning of the Civil War this year, it is important
to remember the significant role that Illinois played
in the war and honor those who fought in it.

The commander-in-chief, Abraham Lincoln, hailed
from Illinois, as did the war’s most successful gen-
eral, Ulysses S. Grant. His torian Robert Howard
noted that Illinois provided 177 generals for the
war effort, including John A. “Black Jack” Logan of
Murphys boro and Benjamin H. Grierson of
Jacksonville, two of the most successful non-West
Point “citizen-soldier” generals. Stephen A.
Douglas, Lincoln’s chief political opponent, led efforts to ensure
that Illinois and, more specifically Illinois Democrats, supported
the Union war effort.

More than 285,000 Illinoisans fought for the Union in the Civil
War. Of those, fewer than 4,000 were drafted, meaning that
more than a quarter of a million Illinoisans volunteered to fight.
In all, approximately 35,000 died from battlefield injuries, dis-
ease or imprisonment.

Illinois men were not the only heroes of the war. Both men and
women served nobly on the home front and several Illinois
women served as nurses for the troops. The most famous Illinois
nurse was Mary Ann “Mother” Bickerdyke of Galesburg, who
traveled the battlefields to tend to the wounded and provide
them with clean hospital facilities.

Along with manpower, Illinois provided war materials as well,
including meat and agricultural products to feed the troops. The
town of Cairo in deep Southern Illinois became an important
starting point for the western invasion of the South, and Mound
City housed a large shipbuilding plant and military hospital.
Illinois housed Confederate prison camps in Alton, Springfield,
Rock Island and Chicago.

After the war, Illinois continued to play an important role, for it
was here in 1866 in Decatur where the Grand Army of the Re -
public — the largest Union veterans organization — was
formed. And it was in Carbondale in 1867 where John A. Logan
began Memorial Day.

For researchers seeking to study Illinois’ role in the Civil War, the
State Archives has numerous sources, many of which are avail-
able at www.cyberdrive illinois.com/departments/
archives/databases.html. Databases include muster roll informa-
tion about individual Illinois soldiers and histories of Illinois regi-
ments and units. Other Civil War sources at the State Archives
include the records of Illinois Civil War Governors Richard Yates
and Richard Oglesby; an account of expenditures and liabilities
incurred by Illinois counties and towns; military censuses; a list of
Illinois soldiers buried at the Andersonville prisoner of war camp
in Andersonville, GA; and lists of both Union and Confederate sol-
diers buried in cemeteries in Springfield, Alton and Quincy.

Many local government records pertaining to the war can be
found at Illinois Regional Archives Depositories (IRAD) located at
seven Illinois universities. For information on an IRAD in your
area, visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com (click Departments,
Archives)

Pre-1916 Illinois Death Index

The Pre–1916 Illinois Death Index is an ongoing project coordinated by the Illinois
State Archives. Sources for the index include original county clerk death records
such as death registers and licenses. From 1877 to 1915, Illinois law required all
births and deaths to be reported to the county clerk by the attending physicians or
accoucheurs. After 1915, all death certificates were required by law to be filed with
the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Each entry in the index includes the name of decedent; date of death; name of coun-
ty where death occurred; place of death within the county, when possible; age and
sex of decedent; and a citation to the original record, i.e., volume and page number
for death registers or certificate number for death certificates.

Data entry is complete through December 1915 for 21 of the 102 counties and par-
tial information from an additional 22 counties. The database currently contains
more than 1,151,970 records. The most recently completed county is Kane County.
Other counties that have been completed are: Bond, Christian, Clinton, Cook,
DeWitt, Effingham, Fayette, Hardin, Kane, Pope, Macon, Marion, Monroe,
Montgomery, Moultrie, Ogle, Perry, Piatt, Saline, Shelby and Union.

To access the Pre-1916 Illinois Death Index, visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com (click
Departments, Illinois State Archives, Databases).
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attending an event such as a 2011 Midwest Archives
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Archivists (SAA) workshop or a Campbell Center for
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the program is provided by a State and National
Archival Partnership (SNAP) Grant from the National
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Awards of up to $200 per applicant per year may be
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event. Scholar ships will be awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis until the funding is exhausted.
Beginning July 1, complete information and an applica-
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illinois.com (click Departments, Illinois State Archives,
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Joens, Archives Director, Margaret Cross Norton
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“Understanding Archives” workshop
The ISHRAB is pleased to sponsor the SAA workshop
“Understanding Archives: An Introduction to Principles
and Practices.” The workshop, conducted by Anne
Ostendarp of the Society of American Archivists, is
designed for persons new to the archives profession,
those with limited archival experience, or individuals
who are responsible for archival collections but have
no formal archival training. 

The one-day workshop will provide an overview of the
core archival functions of appraisal, accessioning,
arrangement and description as well as preservation,
reference and access. Participants will learn the respon-
sibilities and obligations that historical records programs
accept when they bring collections into their institutions.
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75 years ago...
Taken June 11, 1936, this photo shows the construction of the Illinois
State Archives building. The foundation is being laid for the building
that will measure 152 feet long, 67 feet deep and about 100 feet
high. Since the building was to be a records storage building and not
an office building, the considerable weight of the records was given
serious consideration. The building is carried on caissons sunk 35 feet
to bedrock. Only two other archives buildings in the country — the
National Archives at Washington and the Maryland Hall of Records at
Annapolis — had been completed at this time.

The ISHRAB archival educational opportunities are funded by a State
and National Archival Partnership grant from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission. The NHPRC is a statutory body
affiliated with the National Archives and Records Administration. It sup-
ports a wide range of activities to preserve, publish and encourage the
use of primary source documents.

Federal Township Plats, 1804–1891 (2002), 102 Illinois counties with each county on a single CD-ROM – $20 per county

A Summary Guide to Local Governmental Records in the Illinois Regional Archives, second edition (1999), 265 pp. – $6

Descriptive Inventory of the Archives of the State of Illinois, second edition (1997), 940 pp. or CD-ROM – $20

Abraham Lincoln in Illinois: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (2008), teacher’s manual (87 pp.) and 35 document fac-
similes with transcriptions – $10*

Hard Times in Illinois, 1930-1940: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (2002), teacher’s manual (119 pp.) and 50 docu-
ment facsimiles – $10*

The Illinois and Michigan Canal, 1827-1911: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (1998), teacher’s manual (115 pp.)
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Illinois at War, 1941-1945: A Selection of Documents from the Illinois State Archives (1994), teacher’s manual (119 pp.) and 50 document
facsimiles – $12*

From the Ashes, 1872-1900: A Selection of Documents from the Proceedings Files of the Chicago City Council (1990), teacher’s manual (123
pp.) and 50 document facsimiles with transcriptions – $10*

Early Chicago, 1833-1871: A Selection of City Council Proceedings Files from the Illinois State Archives (1986, 1999), teacher’s manual (115
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*Teaching packets are available free to Illinois educational institutions by submitting a request on letterhead stationery. All
other requests are filled for the fee listed. To order publications, please contact: Illinois State Archives, Publications Unit, Norton
Building, Springfield, IL 62756, 217-782-2226. Please make checks payable to Secretary of State. For a complete list of Illinois State Archives
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