
Program Highlights
Illinois Reads is an
 initiative to assist readers in
locating works written by
Illinois authors. Each year
the Illinois Reading Council
selects books in each age
category which highlights
Illinois authors. For addi-

tional information about this program, please visit
www.IllinoisReads.org. 

“Gandhi: A March to the Sea” by Alice B. McGinty
Join Gandhi on a peaceful protest during a 24-day march
to the sea. 

Read for a Lifetime is a
statewide reading program target-
ing high school students. This
 initiative promotes the enjoyment
of reading by encouraging students
to read both classic and contem-
porary literature and rewards
them for their efforts. For addi-
tional information on this program
visit http://bit.ly/2uQft9Q. 

“The Handmaids Tale” by Margaret Atwood
This story is now an award-winning series on Hulu. The
book depicts a bleak world in the future where declining
birth rates cause women to be valued for their ovaries
and their ability to create life.

eReadIllinois is a digital book
and audio book lending service
for state employees. Just down-
load the Axis 360 App, and begin
borrowing new and classic titles.
This service is available on most
devices. Browse the collection at:
http://isl.axis360.baker-taylor.com/.

“An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power” by Al Gore
Is global warming real? How can we change the course
of fate? Can we heal the world and create a better
future for all?
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Bicentennial history
Illinois has been an identified land area since 1670; however, it was not until
Aug. 26, 1818, that Illinois ratified its first constitution. It took another four
months for Illinois to be officially welcomed as a state of the Union. On Dec. 3,
1818, Illinois became the 21st state. Illinois will be celebrating 200 years of
statehood throughout 2018. 
• In front of the Illinois State Museum stands the Proud Ravens Pole, also

known as Lincoln’s Totem Pole. It was carved by the chief of the Raven clan
of Alaskan Indians in 1883. Its purchase price included a case of oranges and
a case of Coca-Cola.

• Illinois was the original home to the Mormon Temple. The Mormon’s and
their prophet, Lt. Joseph Smith, were settled in Nauvoo until his death in
1844. In 2002, a new temple was built on the site of the original.

• Does Highway 55 run beside your house? When was it erected? Now you
have the ability to find out. The Illinois Digital Archives (IDA) has state high -
way maps that date back to 1917. Sixty-seven free digital maps are  featured
in this collection. Begin scouting your location by visiting the IDA’s website 
at http://bit.ly/2tNMSWm. For additional requests, please contact the
Reference department. The Illinois State Library is home to thousands of
maps detailing everything from stage coach lines to railroads and even
 property ownership.

Check Us Out
You can search for and check out books remotely via our online catalog and, if
the titles are work-related, they can be delivered to your office via interoffice mail.
Selections made for personal reading can be picked up Monday-Friday from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. https://vufind.carli.illinois.edu/vf-isl/

Have a Question?
The Reference department is available to answer your questions regarding
work projects, government information, etc.  We can locate articles, help find
maps old and new, and search our collection of Illinois and Federal documents
in an effort to answer your questions.  We are also here to help with your
 digital service questions, such as using databases and various eBook services.
Please email islinfo@ilsos.net or call 217-782-7596.

Illinois State Library
Gwendolyn Brooks Building
300 South 2nd Street
Springfield, IL 62701

Monday- Friday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.


